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As we begin the second marking period and break for the Thanksgiving holiday, we express our heartfelt
gratitude to all who help make the Long Beach Island Consolidated School District a dynamic place to
engage in learning.
All staff and students celebrated the service of our U.S. military veterans, the men and women who
served or still serve America in each of our armed services. Their extraordinary accomplishments, their
perseverance, character, and discipline are the traits instilled as part of every man and woman within all
our U.S. military services. To all of the U.S. military services protecting America…. we say thank you.
Special thanks to our Board of Education members for their dedication and volunteerism to the district.
You give your time and talents so all students have opportunities to become lifelong learners.
To our district administrative team, teachers, staff and Parent Teacher Association members who all
work together to plan, implement and make certain our students are safe while learning and growing.
Thank you! It’s wonderful for everyone to experience the many scheduled activities and events held
throughout the school year.
Many thanks to our members of surrounding towns and communities; Mayors, Councils, Fire and Police
Departments and Local Organizations who support our schools throughout the year. We appreciate your
commitment to our students and school community!
We are especially grateful for our dedicated parents and our creative, energetic, resourceful and kind
students. Parents, thank you for entrusting us and being part of this truly special place.
This Thanksgiving is a great time for all of us to reflect on family, friends, and our school community. In
the spirit of giving to others, our students have been working to give time, support, and encouragement
to their peers through many activities here at the Long Beach Island School District.

Students submitted information for the Veterans Day display at the
LBI Grade School.

LBI Grade School students honor local Veterans during our Veterans Day ceremony.

Parent Teacher Association
We would like to thank our PTA for their continued support. Thank you to all of the parents and
teachers for their time and effort! We are looking forward to the many learning activities planned.
Please make sure to sign up to become a member of the PTA. Special thanks to our PTA for all of their
hard work, especially at the PTA Book Fair - all went as planned...many thanks to all for a job well
done!

Family Art Night
We were creative! We had fun! It was Una Noche de Arte for everyone! LBI’s 6th grade Art Club was
thrilled with the turnout of over 60 families at our “EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS'' Family Art Night,
held Wednesday, October 26th. Together we painted ceramic calaveras, made tissue paper flowers, and
posed for family “Day of the Dead” pictures. Yummy “churros to go'' finished off the night! Thank you
Senora Senos, Senora Benjamin and the many EJ and LBI school teachers and staff who volunteered
their time and made the night a success. Thank you to the Long Beach Island Education Association for
funding this event.

Students in 6th grade have been immersed in various explorations and investigations of energy concepts
involving types of energy, energy transformations, and energy transfer. Students have been trying to
figure out where energy goes when objects are in motion and what happens to that energy when objects
stop moving. They began the unit with developing independent investigations to test the effects of speed
on the energy of toy cars and how energy affects the cars’ stopping distance. After careful analysis of the
data, students presented their investigations with arguments relating to energy transfer and change in
motion through a scientific peer review panel as a model of the scientific process to critique each
groups’ work. In addition, through several digital, interactive simulations and other hands-on
investigations, students have been modeling the relationship between forms of energy in systems to test
and predict abstract phenomena and describe unobservable mechanisms involved in the systems.
Students also have been collecting and analyzing data to explain the relationship between forces and
energy and connect concepts to real world phenomena involving energy transformations and energy
transfer. Through these explorations, students have been also able to identify and explain frictional
forces, as well as how these are related to thermal energy and how they affect motion of objects.
Our fifth grade students have been exploring various forms of matter by measuring and observing
properties of matter. Students began the unit with introductory activities involving explorations of
classroom objects, and describing and measuring their properties with scientific tools and instruments.
Students continued explorations of matter by figuring out how a balloon water dispenser works. To
explain this phenomena, students have been investigating states of matter and how matter interacts with
other matter. Through these investigations, students have developed various types of scientific models
using kinesthetic models, computer models and 2D models to explain these interactions at a microscopic
scale based on individual properties of matter.
Students in 4th grade have been investigating energy forms and transfer. Through explorations of
electric circuits, students have been building 3D classroom models of circuits and using the models to
create electricity for powering various objects including light bulbs, motors and buzzers. Students also
have been creating 2D models to explain the energy transfer and transformations that occur in an electric
circuit. Building on this knowledge, students will then be creating other projects using the electric
circuits.

Music with Mr. Cotov
Our music program is building to a strong "crescendo" [cre-shend-o] this November. Our chorus
program is in full swing with many members from 3rd-6th grade participating. Under the direction of
Mr. Cotov, The Violin Ensemble recently performed. They played a song by Mozart on our morning
announcement zoom cast. Ukuleles and Vocalists will be performing in the coming weeks for our entire
LBI Grade School. Veterans were honored in music class with multiple songs including "Land of the
Free, Thanks to the Brave" and "Thank you Veterans". In the EJ school, Pre-K through 2nd Grade have
been introduced to songs that will be developed for a proposed "Holiday Play" in December.

Preschool News
Theme

Letters

This month, we are learning about our 5
Senses. We talked about how we see,
hear, smell, taste, and touch. We played a
lot of games where we guessed animal
noises and hidden items in a box.

We are learning the letter sounds of G - I.
For the letter G, we pretend to drink
something and say guh-guh. For the letter
H, we hop. For the letter I, we pretend to
be itchy and scratch ourselves.

In the fall, there are so many things to
look at and hear. So, we took walks outside
to look and listen to our surroundings. We
read Scholastic’s My Big World magazine My Autumn Nature Walk. This helped us
explore even more things that the fall has!

Thanksgiving

We discussed what food we eat on
thanksgiving. Using our senses, we were
able to explain how the food looks and
smells.

Songs and Fingerplays of November
I’m a Little Turkey

(Sung to “I’m A Little Teapot”)

I’m a little turkey,
My name is Ted.
Here are my feathers
Here is my head
Gobble, gobble, gobble,
Is what I say,
Quick! Run! It’s
Thanksgiving Day!

5 Senses
Five Little Turkeys

Five little turkeys standing at the
door,
One waddled off, and then there
were four.
Four little turkeys sitting near a
tree,
One waddled off, and then there
were three.
Three little turkeys with nothing to
do,
One waddled off, and then there
were two.
Two little turkeys in the morning sun,
One waddled off, and then there was
one.
One little turkey better run away,
For soon it will be Thanksgiving Day

I have eyes so I can see
(curl fingers of both hands around
eyes like binoculars)
The smallest leaf
(point fingers close together)
On the tallest tree.
(hands go high overhead)
My ears can hear the cars go by.
(cup hands behind ears)
My lips can taste some apple pie.
(lick your lips)
My nose can smell a rose so sweet,
(touch your nose)
And tell me when it’s time to eat.
(rub your tummy)
My hands can pet a kitten’s fur,
(make stroking motion)
And touch its chest to feel it purr.
My five senses help me very well,
To see, hear, taste, touch and smell.

First Grade
Well, here we are... In the middle of November! Wow! Where is the time going? 2021 is quickly
coming to an end. We started out the year with a new seating arrangement and the children have really
grown comfortable with our routines and expectations. We are really rocking and rolling in
here-literally!
In the beginning of the month, we were introduced to blending letters to form new sounds. We started
out with -r blends (ex. drip), then we moved onto more complex -r blends (throb), and now we are
moving on to other blends to include the letter "l" (ex. flip, slip, blob).
We recently had a homework assignment to disguise a turkey. We had students create soccer players,
peacocks, football players, Baby Yoda, and turkeys hiding in the grass. The students are now in the
process of creating stories to tell about their turkeys. This is a lengthy process and the children are
really enjoying each step involved. We started out describing our turkeys using adjectives, which we
then turned into sentences. We are now using a different graphic organizer to help us lay out our
thoughts to help us create magnificent beginnings, middles and endings. These writing pieces are
turning into beautiful masterpieces!
In Math, we have learned various ways to add and subtract. We are now using these techniques to help
us with our subtraction facts to 20. We made cute turkey 10-frames to help us with this!
Our focus in Science has been on light. We are playing with light and learning that we need light in
order to see things. We also are learning that there are some things/creatures in the world that create
their own light… This has been fun! The children are really enjoying themselves.

In Social Studies we are continuing to focus on leaders and diving a bit deeper into what a democracy is.
Since election day just passed, we are choosing to learn a bit more about the voting process. We will
soon be doing our own vote on who should be president--Duck or Farmer Brown. And with Christmas
just around the corner, we decided to take the kids around the world. First grade will be “traveling”
around the world to various countries to learn what holidays are celebrated and how they are celebrated.
We are really having a magnificent time here in first grade. Don’t you wish you could fly back in time
to be a first grader again…?

Second Grade
Second graders are back from break and have gotten right back to work! In ELA, students are learning
about cause and effect relationships and enjoying the humorous fiction story Diary of a Spider, by
Doreen Cronin. Second graders will be writing a true story this month, focusing on telling events in
sequential order and using vivid details to explain their experiences. In Math, second graders are using
various tools and strategies to add two-digit numbers. In Social Studies, students have been learning
about families and changes over time. They are learning how photographs, artifacts and family trees can
help them to find out more about their families. In Science, second graders just completed their toy
building projects. They used what they learned from their science chapter on matter and its properties to
determine which materials would work best for building their toys. If you have not done so already,
please check out the showcase at EJ where the second grade toy building projects are on display. The
students worked very hard, and really showed their creativity while completing this project. They had so
much fun too!

Physical Education and Health Happenings
We’ve had an exciting first two months here in Phys Ed and Health at EJ! We started our year out
practicing many spatial awareness games and activities. This helped prepare us for our upcoming games
and lessons. We practiced locomotor moves Ex; jogging, running, hopping, skipping, and kicking. This
led us into our first sport this fall which was soccer. We started out with the basics. This included ball
control (dribbling), passing using the flat part of our foot, trapping the ball for control, shooting towards
a target, and defending a target. The students did absolutely amazing during their soccer unit. In Health
class we have been discussing what makes a “Fantastic Friend.” This included conversations on what
makes a nice friend compared to a “not” nice friend. The students took a pledge in class to always be a
“Fantastic Friend.” I’m looking forward to the next few months as we look to begin our second sport
unit……Basketball!! Keep up the great work boys and girls!!

Third Grade
In Math, third graders are working on mastering the concept of multiplication and basic multiplication
facts. They are finding their favorite strategy and using songs and games to help. During Writing, they
had a blast applying their persuasive writing skills to help their teachers decide what their dogs should
be for Halloween. They did a great job using what they knew about each dog to formulate and explain
their reasons. A snowman, Wonder Woman, a flower, a surfer, a baseball fan, and spaghetti were just a
few of their creative ideas! Thank you letters are up next, and just in time for Thanksgiving. In Science,
the students continue to learn about the different types of force - some that can be seen and some that
cannot. In Reading, they have been improving their reading skills by practicing them in different genres.
We’ll be kicking off the holiday season by taking a break from our typical reading routine in our
Journey’s textbook to read Amos & Boris, a touching story about a friendship between a mouse and a
whale who both share good hearts and a willingness to help.

Fourth Grade
We are thankful for so much - and our “Turkey Top Ten” project lets people know just how we feel!
They are on display in our hallway, and will be sent home in time for the holiday. November is an
exciting month for us as we work on perfecting our multiplication skills using multi-digit numbers. We
are thankful to be able to use our Chromebooks daily in the classroom for many purposes. Students use
them each week to develop their vocabulary lists, publish their writing, work on iReady, and practice
leveled math facts. What a wonderful opportunity it is for our students to be able to use technology for
academics each and every day! Once again, we have a winning published author in our 4th grade.
Congratulations to Itzae Castillo for winning “The Wave’s” Writing Contest for their second publication
of the year!

Fifth Grade
The 5th Graders cannot believe they are almost finished with the first marking period! They have been
working hard in all of their subjects. In ELA they are doing a novel study on Esperanza Rising (a
historical fiction novel by Pam Munoz). In Social Studies they finished the Native American unit and
now are going to learn about different explorers. They wrote essays on “What does it mean to love your
country?” They have been enjoying the different PEP classes. Eating outside every other day has been
wonderful! It has been a great year so far.

Sixth Grade
The students have started their first novel study in 6th Grade ELA. A Long Walk to Water tells the true
story of a young refugee fleeing the Sudanese Civil War in 1985. We spent time learning about the
country, its culture, and have made many connections with current events in Sudan. With a focus on
authentic reading, the students have been reading as a group and independently, recording thoughts,
predictions, and comparisons, and discussing these together. The students are also working on written
reading responses and incorporating supporting evidence into their own words.
In Math, the students have been focusing on the concept of inequalities and rational numbers. We have
just begun our Coordinate Plane project this month, which involves student's choosing an image (drawn
or printed) and replicating it by creating corresponding points on a coordinate plane. These projects will
decorate our hallway towards the end of the month!

Personalized Enrichment Program
(PEP)
The Helping Hands PEP class helped to organize the Socktober Sock Drive for the LBI Rotary Club. As
a school district, we collected 926 pairs of socks to be given to veterans and local charities. Thank you
to all of the LBI School District for supporting this effort!

Congratulations to our Happy Feet campaign for donating 926 pairs of socks to the Kiwanis Club of
LBI. Special thanks to Mrs. Oldham and the Helping Hands Club.

LBI Grade School Garden
The weather station was installed over November break. This will be utilized in science
classes/curriculum and can track temperature, barometric pressure, wind speed and direction.
We will install 3 new planters over the course of the next few weeks... two planters will have
flowers/vegetation to support the monarch waystation and expand our butterfly habitats. 1 planter will
be for an extensive project within the science curriculum. We are also building a recycled water bottle
flower bed that will be constructed with used water bottles and planted with vegetables come the Spring.
We are also doing a kindness rock garden that, with funding from the LBIEA, will have all students
paint a rock with a positive message. The rocks will go in the garden to help promote an area of
positive growth ( connection with plant growth!) within the school community!

EJ Garden
November brings the garden to rest but not before all students in all grade levels were able to plant row
after row of garlic. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Gilroy Garlic, located in sunny
California, for their donation of softneck garlic. For reasons unknown, the EJ Garden has been very
successfully growing hardneck garlic for over a decade. With the donation from Gilroy Garlic, we will
be able to compare and contrast the two garlic varieties. Our EJ Garden holdouts include red and green
cabbage, broccoli, and brussel sprouts that are enjoying these last warm November days. Moving to the
very end of the month, the garden will be put to sleep under a cozy blanket of straw for a long winter’s
nap.

