Long Beach Island Consolidated School District
“Riding the Waves of Excellence”
Superintendent and Principal’s Report, May 2022

Dear Parents/Guardians,
It looks like the warmer temperatures are here to stay. With nearly 27 school days remaining in the
2021-22 school year, we all have so much to be grateful for. We truly appreciate all of your support as
we look to the Summer of 2022.
This past week we celebrated our LBI district staff during National Teacher Appreciation Week. The
PTA worked to provide daily messages, snacks, and a luncheon to celebrate our teachers for promoting
the very best in innovative instructional design and authentic learning for both our in-person and virtual
learners. We can all agree this has been another challenging year for all of our staff, families and
students. With this, we say “Thank You” to our incredible team of teachers and staff members. The
impact on education has been significant, and we continue to persevere and show gains through an
unprecedented time.
Congratulations to our upcoming sixth grade graduates and their parents/guardians. We have been
working through the final preparations for an outdoor ceremony on June 16th. We are hoping for great
weather and look forward to seeing our students and families attend. A special “Thank You” to our
parents and students for all the support you have shown throughout these many years. In addition,
“Thank You” to our dedicated PTA for their time and efforts in providing so much.
The second grade students will be visiting the LBI School on June 10th, hosted by the fifth graders.
This is a chance for the second graders to get a glimpse of third grade! There will be a summer
orientation offered to the parents...more details to follow.
I look forward to providing more information soon about our summer programs in July and August.
We are looking forward to the final stretch of an amazing school year! The success of this school year
has been due to the cooperation of all those in our school community. With this, enjoy the upcoming
warmer weather days outside with family and friends.
Again, many thanks for all you do!
Warmest regards,
Dr. Peter Kopack

Happy Mother’s Day to all of our LBI School District moms!

Parent Teacher Association
We would like to thank our PTA for their continued support. Thank you to all of the parents and teachers
for their time and effort! We are looking forward to the many learning activities planned. Please make
sure to sign up to become a member of the PTA. Special thanks to our PTA for all of their hard work,
especially at the PTA meetings...many thanks to all for a job well done!
Here are the results of the LBI PTA Board Elections for 2022-23 - President: Kelly Linkewich; Vice
President: Marci Bleam; Treasurer: Cindy DeMarsico; Recording Secretary: Coleen Garabedian;
Corresponding Secretary: Danni Hagler.

A HUGE thank you to the LBI PTA for the wonderful flowers donated to the school! They were also
gracious enough to donate some plants, flowers and herbs to plant in the garden!!

Congratulations to Stella for her winning artwork chosen for the Ocean County Mental Health
Awareness 2022-23 calendar.

Music

In our music program - the hard work by our students and dedication to their craft is now paying off.
The EJ School will be putting on a new play written by Mr. Cotov entitled “The Great Outdoors” on
Tuesday, May 17th. The Pre-K4 will be “hikers” and sing of marching together outside. Our
Kindergartners are the “joggers”. They will extol the virtues of “Exercise” through song. First Grade
will be our “Beach Kids” and Second Grade are “Team Sports”. Together they will speak of all the great
things that can be encountered in “The Great Outdoors”. A special tribute to parents and family is
included to show appreciation of the many activities they make possible.
In the LBI Grade school, there will be a concert entitled “Pop Rocks” on Tuesday, May 24th. The 3rd &
4th Grade chorus will perform songs from the 1980s including the world premiere of “We Are The
World” newly recorded and performed by their teacher, Mr. Cotov. Violins will also show what they
have learned including scales, “Hot Cross Buns” and original compositions. Later in the evening, our
Band will perform with a strong membership, and full instrumentation. The 5th & 6th Violins and
Chorus will perform advanced music which will include solos.

EJ and LBI School Physical Education
In Physical Education at EJ, we are finishing up our Baseball/Softball unit. The students did absolutely
amazing! We worked on throwing, catching, hitting, and fielding. Lots of amazing catches and home
runs were had. As the warmer weather arrives, we'll be heading outside for relay races, parachute games,
along with some playground games. In Health we will continue to work on fitness goals. Students will
pick 2 exercises they want to improve on over a 4 week period. After our month of training, we'll see
how much our exercises have improved.
All students in grades 3-6 have been continuing with preparation toward the President's Fitness
Challenge, a test of the 5 major components of fitness.
Students in grades 4 & 6 have completed their personal growth and development lessons with Mrs. Lake
and Mr. Colino, while students in grade 5 continue with the L.E.A.D program with Mrs.Oldham and our
local police officers.

6th Grade:
Remotely operated vehicles, or ROVs, are unmanned, underwater vehicles used for investigating a range
of aquatic environments. Once they are deployed in water, ROVs are connected with a cable, and
controlled by a person on land who maneuvers them through the water. This spring, at the LBI Grade
School, an afterschool program was held for approximately 11 sixth grade students to construct their
own ROVs from kits received through SeaPerch Robotics. Through this nationally recognized
engineering program developed by the Office of Naval Research, students engaged in a unique
opportunity to learn about underwater robotics and engineering concepts. During the construction
process of their ROVs, students enhanced their skills in engineering, math and science as well as
problem solving and teamwork. Specifically, students measured and assembled parts and built motors
and an electrical control box. After approximately eight weeks of construction, the ROVs were then
launched and deployed in the Saint Francis Community Center pool for a culminating event. Our 11
sixth grade club participants and parents attended this event which provided an authentic opportunity for
students to showcase their ROVs, and maneuver the ROVs to simulate real world applications of these
underwater vehicles.
6th Grade PEP: Science/Art Integration: “Pollinator Pathways Project”
Our sixth grade PEP students have been designing and creating an outdoor art installation using
innovative materials to inform the community about the importance of pollinators. This project is in
conjunction with and supporting the sixth grade studies of phenology and phenological changes based
on the Arctic Plant Phenology Learning Through Engaged Science program developed by scientists and
educators at Penn State and University of California, Davis.
5th Grade:
Our fifth grade students have been investigating properties and structure of elements. These students
researched elements to create informational displays and three-dimensional models posted throughout
the school. Collaboration among the students led to the creation of a school-wide interactive display
related to this project which encourages all students to find and record information about the elements
throughout the school.
4th Grade:
Our fourth grade students have been investigating and exploring the interdependence of body systems
through collaborative investigations, systems models, and data analysis.

Preschool News
In PreK the students are reviewing alphabet recognition and initial sound correspondence. They are
busy at work creating gifts for Mother’s Day and enjoying many books and language activities focusing
on our great Moms. PreK-3 will enjoy exploring zoo animals while PreK-4 will learn about
metamorphosis through various animals. Both classes are looking forward to field day, upcoming
assemblies, class trips to local parks, and the EJ spring show !

Kindergarten Crew May Happenings
In ELA, we are continuing to practice our phonemic awareness skills by working on our letter sounds
for the last few letters of the alphabet, strengthening our sight word recognition, and improving our
decoding/encoding skills with CVC words. We are also focusing on story structure, sequence of events,
and understanding story characters. In Math, we will complete our last topic which is focused on
describing and comparing measurable attributes of objects. We are looking forward to a special
author/illustrator visit, Field Day, and our Field Trip. It’s also time to begin our graduation practice - we
can’t believe we will be First Graders soon! This is such an exciting time!

First Grade
First grade is ending the school year with a BANG! In phonics we are currently learning about soft c
and soft g. Next up, we will be spending a great deal of time on r-controlled vowels. The children will
be playing various games and activities to help them understand that the letter "r" is very powerful and it
changes the sounds that vowels "normally" make. In math, we are currently finishing up our first grade
curricula with fractions. We know that money is no longer a first grade skill; however, we like to end
the year with some fun hands-on activities involving money. After all, it is a life skill that the kids will
need to have and use every day as they grow up! Once we understand a bit more about money, we will
be moving on to an introduction of concepts the students will see in second grade-it is called Step-Up to
Second Grade. Where has the year gone? I cannot believe we are already talking about second grade.
As we continue to wind down with the last few weeks of school, Social Studies lessons continue as we
learn about the differences between "goods and services" and "needs and wants". Students will explore
what exactly we NEED to survive and things we want to have to make life more enjoyable. We will also
be able to understand the differences and importance of various beliefs, customs, celebrations, and
traditions of people and families across the world. Science lessons in the coming weeks will be around
space. We will explore the eight planets, focusing on day and night, the phases of the moon, the seasons
and why we experience them, and the significance of the Sun. This school year has certainly been
exciting and while we will continue to have fun in these last few weeks of school, we still have a lot of
content to cover... Here's to the last month in first grade.

Second Grade
Second graders will be very busy this month. Students are preparing for the upcoming EJ Spring
Concert. Second graders continue to work hard, and show that they are ready for additional
responsibilities as they get closer to becoming third graders in the fall. In ELA, students are writing and
publishing a persuasive essay about where they think would be the best place to go on a class trip. They
are learning about how to state their opinion clearly, and support it with strong reasons and details.
Maybe they will succeed in convincing their teachers about a worthwhile class trip to take in the future?
In Mathematics second grade just began a unit on measurement. They are learning how to make
reasonable estimations. They will practice measuring objects using both standard and non-standard units
of measurement. Students will practice measuring using the standard units of measurement, such as
inches, feet and yards. They will also measure using metric units such as centimeters and meters too.
In Social Studies second graders are finishing up a unit about goods and services. Then they will end
the year studying our American culture. They will learn about the many different cultures that make up
our country, and how these cultures are shared and passed down. Second graders will also learn about
holidays, American symbols, and American heroes as well.
In Science students are beginning the topic Plants and Animals. Students will learn about life cycles and
what plants and animals rely on to survive. We will then focus on animal habitats. Students will choose
an animal to research and create a poster to present their animal in its habitat. This will be
complemented with a trip to the Cape May Zoo later this month, which is always an enjoyable
experience!

Third Grade
Third Grade has been learning all about fractions. They are everywhere! We have been studying the
American Revolution and are looking forward to reading the novel I Survived the American Revolution,
1776. Third Grade just wrapped up a poetry study unit while reading Love That Dog and Hate That Cat.
The poems they wrote that were inspired by some famous poems are amazing! We are studying life
cycles in Science and the students have planted a variety of things. We can’t wait to see how they grow!
The third graders are very excited about our upcoming field trip to the Tuckerton Seaport. We are going
to have a blast!

Fourth Grade
Fourth grade is full steam ahead as we prepare to move into our last month of school! Our class trip this
month is geared toward learning about the Industrial Revolution in New Jersey. We are beginning our
study of the Holocaust in the next week. States and Capitals have been a fun part of our activities this
month, and we will be getting our math brains in tip-top shape with our study of geometry and angles.
We are also continuing our Fraction Friday projects by combining our classes together and focusing on
team building to find solutions for Math problems. Science Lab has been focused on Body Systems and
functions. We are looking forward to wrapping up our unit and doing some Labs outside in the nice
weather!

Fifth Grade
The fifth graders started literature circles in ELA. They are still working on the Revolutionary War in
Social Studies. In Science they are learning about elements and in Math they are doing line plots. They
worked hard on state testing and are looking forward to their field trip to the LBI Field Station this
month.

Sixth Grade
The 6th graders are looking forward to making the most of their last full month as LBI Students. They
are excited for so many fun end-of-the-year activities like Field Day and Bay Day, but we have a bit
more learning to do first! As the weather begins to warm up, we are excited to move some lessons
outdoors whenever possible. In math, the students have been exploring three dimensional shapes, and
measuring area and volume of each. They have also been expressing creativity by using nets to construct
three-dimensional versions of local LBI businesses in the Geometrocity project.
In ELA, the students are beginning to look toward the future as they explore possible career paths of
interest and prepare to write a research paper. They will be researching the educational requirements,
duties, and salaries of each career in order to have a better understanding of their goals as they leave LBI
Grade School.

Our News Team is off to a great start for the month of May!!!

EJ Garden
Mr. LaMarco is gearing up to work with EJ students in the "Garden Ambassador" program in Grades
1 & 2. With cooperating weather conditions, students will be participating in garden exploration and
garden reporting activities. There is a Lettuce Taste Test in the works for next week and we look
forward to our visits with two (2) author/illustrators on May 11 and 19th. Andi Green will be presenting
"The WorryWoos" and Monica Wellington will present "Zinnia's Flower Garden." Knowing that a
picture is worth a thousand words, we offer the following picture tour featuring fruits and veggies from
the EJ Garden:

Red & Green Lettuce

Strawberries

Spinach

Peas & Garlic

Asparagus

