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A tremendous thank you to our school community, parents, staff members, and especially to our students
for an amazing September and October. Students took part in the New Jersey Student Learning
Assessment - Start Strong and i-Ready assessments, and we are looking forward to working with the
results, especially during parent/teacher conferences. As you know, our priority remains to increase
students’ growth in their learning through meaningful and innovative collaboration with staff, students,
and parents.
Special thanks to Lisa Willoughby for organizing and providing a kite flying demonstration for our
students. Included in her team of flyers was a NASA aerodynamic scientist. This was a great kick-off to
the LBI Fly International Kite Festival.
The Long Beach Island School District supports the Happy Feet Sock Collection Project sponsored by
the Kiwanis Club of LBI by making a difference in the lives of homeless veterans, homeless families,
and abused women with children in need by giving them a new pair of socks. If you would like to
participate, socks of all sizes can be sent in with your child to the LBI Grade School and EJ School. The
deadline to donate is November 30th.
As we approach the 10th anniversary of Hurricane Sandy, we find ourselves looking to assist another
community who is in the midst of requiring help from others. If you are able to donate, we are collecting
the following items which we have been advised are in need of most right now. Items needed for
elementary & middle school aged students: new packs of underwear, new socks, pajamas, new or very
gently used coats. Donations will be collected at EJ and LBI Schools until November 14th. All
donations are being sent directly to CityGate Ministries in Ft. Myers, Florida for distribution.
The LBI Grade School held a time capsule event for the Class of 1972. It was great to have former LBI
students with us as they opened a time capsule in the gymnasium with all of our students. There were so
many items to review and discuss. The personal stories, pictures, and how the classmates were able to
reconnect was great. The TV Guide and Hot Wheels car were the most talked about as the students were
able to view the items.

Thank you to Surf City and Ship Bottom Fire Departments for donating their time to give fire prevention
programs and equipment demonstrations to all of our students for Fire Prevention Week.
As a reminder, please join the Parent-Teacher Association. The PTA will hold meetings and events
throughout the year. We have wonderful opportunities ahead to make a difference in the lives of the
students and families within our district, and we look forward to our communications between the
schools and homes. The PTA is thrilled to plan a Holiday Gift Auction on December 9th, 6:00 PM at the
Joe Pop’s Shore Bar for a fun-filled evening out with amazing prizes, great food, and live music.
The PTA hopes you will join them for an exciting night full of hors d'oeuvres, a buffet dinner, live
entertainment by The Pettis, and the Auction, of course!
Best,
Dr. Peter Kopack

6th Grade
Our sixth grade scientists have been exploring matter through simulations, investigations, and 3D
models. Students began this unit by observing and measuring matter with the metric system using
various classroom tools including pan balances, graduated cylinders and beakers. Students also
developed 3D models and computer models to explain the structure of atoms and molecules and
demonstrate atomic bonding and the Law of Conservation of Matter. Finally, students created Stop
Motion Animation videos to explain how matter is conserved in the process of photosynthesis.
5th Grade
Our fifth grade scientists have been exploring matter through hands-on explorations of matter and
identifying substances using properties. Students also designed investigations involving dissolving
substances with mixtures and figured out how to model matter to demonstrate that matter is made up of
tiny particles that can’t be seen. Lastly, students created 3D models to demonstrate particle motion of
matter in three states, solids, liquids and gasses. Students then used these models to create Stop Motion
Animation videos to show different states of matter and explain what causes matter to change state.
4th Grade
Our fourth grade scientists have been exploring and explaining the structure and function of organisms
with informational text, milkweed plants, and monarch butterflies.

Micro:Bit Club (After School Technology Program)
During our new after school technology program, fifth and sixth grade students have been learning how
to program microcomputers called Micro:bits. In this class, students have been problem-solving to
develop their own code using MakeCode block-based programming for running programs, designing
games, and creating projects that are activated through the Micro:bits.

Music with Mr. Cotov
Our younger students go into the EJ Garden to perform "I'm a Little Scarecrow" with Mr. Cotov
accompanying on ukulele. They are learning reading skills by sounding out lyrics from "I'm a Little
Ghost" as well. We also use percussion instruments to perform rhythms. In the LBI Grade School,
students are learning materials for the upcoming Veteran's Day event. Singers are working on "Grateful
Nation" and ukuleles are learning the melody of "God Bless America". Mr. Cotov is teaching all
students in grades 3-6 other patriotic songs such as "America".

The Kite Festival is underway at EJ. Special thanks to Lisa Willoughby for taking the time to visit us.

Preschool News
This month, we are doing a Fall theme. Throughout this month, we will be exploring all things about
the fall. The weather is cooling off. We wear different clothes when it gets cool out. We are having fun
with pumpkins. Painting, carving and trying some roasted pumpkin seeds. As we get closer to
Halloween our crafts will include ghosts, bats and jack o’ lanterns.

We had an exciting visit from both Surf City Fire Department and Ship Bottom Fire Department. We
learned all about Fire Prevention. Everyone had a turn to sit inside the trucks and squirt the hose to put
out a pretend fire! We also had a visit from The LBI Fly Event. We saw kites, windsocks and the biggest
bubbles! We are continuing our alphabet unit. Each Friday we bring in a “show and tell” from home that
begins with the letter of the week. We get to tell our friends what we brought and where it came from.
Numbers! We are continuing our unit on numbers. We are practicing counting, and learning to recognize
the numbers. We have been counting and matching a group of items with the matching number.
Songs and Fingerplays of October
Five Little Pumpkins

Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate. The first one said, “Oh My, it’s getting late”
The second one said, “There are witches in the air”. The third one said, “But, we don’t care”. The fourth
one said, “Let’s run and run and run”. The fifth one said, “We’re ready for some fun”. “Woooooo,” went
the wind, And out went the lights.

Students had an opportunity to use the fire hose during their fire prevention experience.

Kindergarten Crew Happenings
Fall is finally here and we have been very busy. In ELA, we are learning our first sight words and
continuing to work on our letters. In Math, we are working on greater than, less than and equal numbers
along with comparing groups. In Science, the kindergarteners have become scientists while working
with Dr. Science and experimenting with apples and pumpkins in our Science Centers. We will be
ending the month by learning our home address and phone numbers. Let’s not forget all the hands-on
activities such as carving a pumpkin, collecting the pumpkin seeds to taste test, and constructing lots of
Halloween artwork!

First Grade
September sure flew by! It’s hard to believe we’re in October already! The students in 1st grade have
really settled into our routines and understand classroom expectations very well! We were lucky enough
to bring back a few of our flexible seating options and the kids seem to be loving it! In Phonics this
month, we will begin by working on compound words and flossy words (words that end in double letters
like floss, jazz, or off) and will finish the month with syllable division. For Math, the students are doing
a really great job solving doubles facts and near doubles facts. We’ve been using a lot of different
manipulatives to get our hands involved in the learning! In Science, we will be finishing up learning
about sound and how it travels through the air in the form of vibrations. While in Social Studies we are
continuing our unit on citizenship and communities! October is a busy month for everyone and we are
really looking forward to Halloween!

Second Grade
Second graders have had a terrific start to the school year, and continue to serve as amazing role models
for their peers at EJ. Our second graders continue to handle school procedures with ease. Students were
extremely excited to have time in EJ garden last month to harvest tomatoes, and peppers to make salsa.
The students loved this activity and enjoyed taste testing their healthy snack. We will be visiting the
garden this coming week to plant garlic to keep the vampires away for Halloween.
Our second graders continue to work hard in all content areas. In Math, students have been working on
Fluently Adding using strategies to add within 100. We are working daily to improve our basic math fact
fluency by completing basic math fact drills each week. In ELA, second graders are reading an
informational text where they will decide the Author’s Purpose for writing. Speaking of writing we have
been working on identifying the parts of a Friendly Letter. Next week we will be working on sentences
that describe. We will be creating spooky sentences in preparation for Halloween. In Spelling, we are
currently working on final blends using the Orton Gillingham method of practice. In Science second
grade is continuing their work on Topic 1 Properties of Matter. Students have been observing various
objects and identifying objects by their properties. We are excited to announce that second grade will be
working through the design process to design and build pumpkin towers. Their creations will be on
display in the hallway at EJ the entire month of November please come by to see them. Finally, in Social
Studies second grade is continuing to learn about families and how life has changed through history.
Second graders have recently created timelines to show the major events in their lives.

Special thanks to the Ship Bottom Fire Department for stopping by the LBI Grade School to discuss fire
prevention during National Fire Prevention Week.

Third Grade

Third graders are doing an awesome job of following the rules and routines of our classrooms and are
earning new privileges and rewards. They continue to practice multiplication facts, and have learned a
variety of strategies such as: drawing pictures, using arrays, number lines, and bar models, and skip
counting. They have also enjoyed watching fun multiplication videos and learning some cool
multiplication tricks. We want those basic facts to stick! The 3rd graders have begun using the scientific
method in the Science Lab by experimenting with skittles and different water temperatures. Predictions,
observations, questions, and beautiful designs were made! They are showing what they know during
Readers Workshop by practicing reading skills and studying different genres of literature. In Writers
Workshop, they are working on an opinion piece. The 3rd graders learned all about the teachers’ dogs'
likes and dislikes. They are trying to persuade Mrs. Freeman, Mrs. Messec, and Ms. Conrad to choose
their costume idea for Sabrina, Scully, and Luna. The possibilities are endless!

Special thanks to the LBI Garden Club for organizing a floral arrangement workshop for our Third
Grade students.

Fourth Grade
October sure is a BUSY month! We are finishing up multi-digit addition and subtraction, and will begin
working on multiplication in math class. In science we are focusing on the structure and function of
animals and plants. We have been helping in the garden to harvest whatever vegetables and herbs are
left, and have even done some experiments with green tomatoes! Our travels across the United States in
social studies have us learning about the Northeast Region, where we will discuss climate, industry, and
landscape. This month we will also continue with our reading program, learning and applying various
skills to the stories we read.

Fifth Grade
We are getting into the swing of things as fifth graders! This month, in ELA, we start our first novel
study, which is Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan. We will also complete our first writing
assignment to go with this spooky season. During Science students worked on hands on stations to
observe and measure properties of matter. In math, students are working through centers to learn new
concepts and practice past ones. The fifth grade students are writing Veteran's Day essays and learning
all about Native Americans in Social Studies. The students have been enjoying all of the assemblies this
month and are looking forward to Halloween!

Sixth Grade
In math, students just began learning about integers and rational numbers. They have been practicing
graphing and comparing them. Later in the month, the 6th graders will dive into the coordinate system
where they will create their own coordinate plane design using ordered pairs.
In ELA, the 6th graders are diving into their first novel of the year. They have enjoyed reading and
discussing Maniac Magee as a class and examining the author’s use of figurative language, sentence
structure, and style. We are focusing on narrative techniques, characterization, and author's craft. In
addition to studying mentor sentences from the novel, they will be drawing inspiration from the novel to
write their own fictional narratives this month.

LBI Grade School News Team getting ready for the morning news! Great work!

